CHAPTER 409

SHIPMENT PROCEDURES FOR PRIVATELY OWNED FIREARMS (POFS) AND

AMMUNITION

A. GENERAL

This chapter provides policies and procedures for movement of a member’ semployee’s POFs and
ammunition, both interstate and import/export, to and from the US.

B. LIMITATIONSAND PROHIBITIONS

1

War Trophy Firearms. The shipment of personal war souvenirs or trophiesis strictly forbidden
without an officia authorization by the President of the US and designation by the SECDEF.
Such firearms must have been registered with a DD Form 603, Registration of War Trophy
Firearm, Figure 409-1, issued prior to 13 March 1973. Importation of unit war trophies or
historically significant trophies or equipment is prohibited without approval of the SECDEF and
Service Secretary.

Unit War Trophies/Historically Significant Trophies. Importation of unit war trophies or
historically significant trophies or equipment is prohibited without approval of the SECDEF and
Service Secretary. Importation will be accomplished under Service regulations.

Importation of foreign and domestic semi-automatic assault weapons is prohibited.

Importation of machineguns, short barrel shotguns, short barrel rifles, silencers, destructive
devices, and certain other concealable firearms is prohibited.

The JTR/JFTR prohibits shipment of privately owned live anmunition as part of a

member’ Jemployee’ sHHG or UB. For shipping purposes under the JTR/JFTR, live ammunition
is considered as ammunition that contains explosive components; i.e., unexpended primer or
propellant powder. It does not include expended or unprimed cartridge casings, empty or spent
shotgun shells, shotgun shot or pellets or souvenirs used for decorative purposes. Any reference
to ammunition in this chapter is applicable only to ammunition that may be carried as
accompanied (checked) baggage IAW carriers  regulations or that is being returned to the CTUS
as other than HHG or UB.

C. AUTHORIZATION

1

Shipment of Firearms Within CONUS. Members/employees are authorized to ship all
conventiona firearms, antique firearms, war trophies, and surplus military firearms, provided the
owner isin possession of licenses and permits or documentation required by law.

Exporting Firearms and Ammunition from the US.

a. Customs Form 4455, Certificate of Registration, Figure 409-2, will be executed by the
member when shipping firearms or ammunition from the US to an overseas area. Thisform
will be completed prior to departure from the US at any US Bureau of Customs and Border
Protection (CBP) office (http://www.customs.treas.gov). The form establishes that the
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firearms or ammunition were previoudly taken out of the US by the member on the member’s
subsequent return.

b. Inlieu of certification on CF 4455, proof of possession in the US may be established by a bill
of sae, areceipt or other such document, a HHG inventory or packing list, or an application
to ship personal property so long as the article is adequately described therein.

3. Importing Firearms to the US.

a. Members may import into the US any reasonable number of POFs and amount of
ammunition, subject to the following:

(1) Themember will be on active duty outside the US or have been on active duty outside
the US within the 60-day period immediately preceding importation.

(2) Thefirearmsand ammunition will be suitable for sporting purposes, or properly
registered war trophy firearms. Prohibited firearms may not be imported. Surplus
military firearms may not be imported unless the member can demonstrate previous
ownership in the US of the firearms to US border clearance officials.

(3 Thefirearms and ammunition will be intended solely for the personal use of the member
and not be intended for resale or for a gift to others.

(4) Importing will be to the place of residence of the member or to his or her permanent
duty station.

(5) Importing will be IAW all applicable federa laws and state, territoria, or local laws.
Members will consult Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms Publication ATF P
5300.5, State L aws and Published Ordinances-Firearms, for detailed information
regarding state laws.

b. Import Permit Requirements. Application to import firearms and ammunition will be made
on ATF Form 6 Part 11 (5330.3B), Application and Permit for Importation of Firearms,
Ammunition and Implements of War, Figure 409-3. The completed application will be sent
to the Director, Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms, ATTN: Firearms and Explosives
Imports Branch, Washington, D. C. 20226. BATF approved permits are required for
importing all personaly owned firearms and ammunition, regardless of date of purchase,
except as noted below.

(1) Permits Not Required. Permits are not required for:

(8 Firearmsand ammunition previously taken out of the US by the same member with
proof of export.

(b) Antique firearms and replicas of antiques of such firearms if they are designed to
use antique ignition systems, e.g., matchlock, flintlock, or percussion cap, or use
rimfire or conventional centerfire ammunition that is not available in commercial
channels.

(c) Firearms classified as war trophies when accompanied by a properly executed DD
Form 603 indicating the firearm was properly acquired and registered during a
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period designated by the DOD provided such war trophies were previously owned
inthe US.

(2) Other items or categories exempt from import procedures set forth in the CFR Title 27
Paragraph 178.114, Importation by Members of the US Armed Forces.

D. DOD CIVILIAN PERSONNEL

1. Firearms and Ammunition Acquired Overseas. DOD employees who are employed overseas and
reside there while so employed are not considered as residents of a State in the US during that
period. They may import into the US any firearms or anmunition acquired overseas during their
employment that may lawfully be imported subject to the following conditions:

a. Thefirearms and ammunition will be suitable for sporting purposes, or properly registered
war trophy firearms. Prohibited firearms may not be imported. Surplus military firearms
may not be imported unless the employee can demonstrate previous ownership in the US of
the firearms to US border clearance officials.

b. The firearms and ammunition will be intended solely for the persona use of the employee
and not be intended for resale or for a gift to others.

() Import Permit Requirements: Application to import firearms and ammunition will be
made on ATF Form 6 Part | (5330.3A), Application and Permit for Importation of
Firearms, Ammunition and Implements of War, Figure 409-4. On the application or an
attached sheet, a statement will be included that the applicant isa US citizen returning
from employment outside of the US and has resided there during such employment, and
that the firearms and ammunition are being imported for personal use and not for resale.
The completed application will be sent to the Director, Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and
Firearms, ATTN: Firearms and Explosives Imports Branch, Washington, D.C. 20226.
BATF approved permits are required for the importation of al personally owned
firearms and ammunition, regardless of date of purchase, except as noted below.

(2) Permitsare not required for:

(8 Firearmsand ammunition previoudly taken out of the US by the employee
returning them. Proof of export is required.

(b) Antique firearms and replicas of antiques of such firearmsif they are designed to
use antique ignition systems, e.g., matchlock, flintlock, or percussion cap, or use
rimfire or conventional centerfire ammunition that is not available in commercia
channels.

(c) Firearms classified as war trophies when accompanied by a properly executed DD

Form 603 indicating the firearm was properly acquired and registered during a
period designated by the DOD.
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E. OTHERIMPORTS

1

In addition to the imports of privately owned firearms and ammunition covered in paragraphs
above, the following imports are alowed:

a

A firearm issued to a general or flag officer under the provisions of military regulations. (No
import permit required.)

Firearms and ammunition imported for, sold or shipped to, or issued for the use of the US or
any department or agency thereof, or any State or any department, agency, or political
subdivision thereof. (Animport permit is required unless the firearms or anmunition is being
directly imported by a federal agency.)

Firearms or ammunition, with proper documentation, brought into the US for scientific or
research purposes, or for use in connection with competition or training for competitive firing
(import permit required).

Firearms, other than machine guns, as determined by the BATF to be unserviceable and not
restorable to firing condition, entered into the US as curios, museum pieces, or historical
artifacts (import permit required).

Any individua (military or civilian) on duty overseas may send a normally permitted firearm
to alicensed dedler in the US for repair and subsequent return to the individua at his or her
oversealocation. The firearm will normally be mailed, with the words “REPAIR AND
RETURN” clearly marked on the outside of the package. (No import permit required.)

Additional detail on firearm importing requirements can be found in this Regulation, Part V,
Chapter 503, Importation of Privately Owned Firearms (POF) and Ammunition and
Implements of War.

F. RESPONSIBILITIESOF MEMBERSEMPLOYEES

Members/Employees will:

1. Ensureall laws and regulations of the US and its territories, foreign countries, and municipalities
are complied with regarding the possession, carrying, registration, and shipment of POFs. (See
this Regulation, Part VV, Chapter 503 and General Instructions of the PPCIG, Volume I, Overseas
(http://pweb.etamtmc.army.mil/ppcig/index.htm) for additional information.)

Obtain and provide copies, upon request, of documentation authorizations, individual licenses, or
registration forms for the firearms to be shipped as a part of an authorized personal property
shipment.

3. Ensureadl firearms are free of explosive charges when turned-over for shipment.
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G. APPLICATIONSFOR SHIPMENT OF FIREARMS

All applications for the shipment of firearms and ammunition into the CTUS or for shipments that
include firearms will be accompanied by the forms or certificates prescribed by this Regulation, Part
V, Chapter 503. A separate DD Form 1299 will be executed when the firearm is not to be packed and
shipped with the HHG or UB. The make, modd, caliber, and serial number of al firearmsto be
shipped will be listed on the shipment inventory, whether shipped separately or as part of HHG or
UB. Itisadvisable for the member/employee to obtain a Customs Form 4455 from the nearest US
Customs office before shipment from the US as proof of ownership in the US. Upon reentry to the
CTUS, the member/employee will provide proof of ownership in the US. The statement “This
shipment contains firearms’ will be placed in the Description of Articles block on the PPGBL/BL.
The counselor will refer to the PPCIG during counseling.

H. SHIPMENT BY THROUGH GOVERNMENT BILL OF LADING (TGBL) DIRECT
PROCUREMENT METHOD (DPM)

Under federd law, the carrier or contractor will be notified that firearms are being transported.

[. SHIPMENT THROUGH THE USPS

1. The USPS may be used as an alternate method of shipment of handguns and other firearms when
offered as an official shipment between TOs as an authorized agent of the federal government.

2. Registered mail isrequired for these shipments.

3. For shipments entering the CTUS, a PS Form 2976-A, Customs Declaration and Dispatch Note,
Figure 409-5 will be prepared and affixed to the parcel. The shipment will comply with (CBP)
certification procedures, i.e., acceptable proof of prior ownership in the US, the CBP-imposed
three-firearm limitation, or whether firearm is subject to duty, and will comply with BATF
requirements.

4. Pigtals, revolvers, and other firearms capable of being concealed on the person (referred to as
handguns) are non-mailable by individuals. The DOD and the USPS prohibit acceptance by
military post offices of war trophy firearms, ammunition and handguns for shipment by
individuals (USPS Domestic/International Mail Manual, http://www.usps.com).

5. Dueto complications that may arise with this method of shipment, TOs will limit use of this
sarvice to those situations where the member/employee has departed the area and the shipment
could not otherwise be handled through normal shipping methods. Problems which may occur
are: lack of adequate storage capability at the destination TOs, inability to effect tracer action
until 60 days after shipment was made, and postal service liability rules.
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J. REPORTING DISCREPANCIES

Carriers, TOs, and members/employees discovering theft, attempted theft, or non-receipt of firearms
will report the incident immediately to their activity CDR, DOD Component investigative service,
and HQ MTMC MTPP-PP. Thisreport will contain the origin and destination of the shipment; the

member’ Semployee’ s name, rank/grade, and military Service/Agency; a description and serial

number of the firearm; law enforcement agencies notif ied; and all other information concerning the
incident. The DOD Components will establish procedures to ensure information is submitted through

provost marshal or security officer channels to the National Crime Information Center and to the
DOD central registry upon discovery of loss, theft, or recovery of lost or stolen firearms.

REGISTRATION OF WAR TROPHY FIREARM

The original of this registration form will be retained by the person authorized possession. This registration is not transferable.

1. THEATER

2. NAME OF OWNER ({Last name, first name, middle initial)

3. SERVICE NO./SSAN

4. GRADE

5. ORGANIZATION

6. PERMANENT HOME ADDRESS (Street, City, State and ZIP Code)

7. DESCRIPTION OF FIREARM

a. MAKE b. TYPE (Rifle, pistol, shotgun, etc.) c. MODEL

d. ‘SERIAL NUMBER e. CALIBER f. COUNTRY OF MANUFACTURE
8. DATE 9. TYPED NAME, GRADE, AND ORGANIZATION OF EXECUTING OFFICER

10. STATION 11. SIGNATURE OF EXECUTING OFFICER

DD FORM 603, OCT 51 (EG)

Figure 409-1. DD Form 603, Registration of War Trophy Firearm
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DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY
UNITED STATES CUSTOMS SERVICE

Form Approved. OMB No. 1515-0014

. NO.
CERTIFICATE OF REGISTRATION
NOTE: Number of ies to b ibmitted varie ith f t tion.
19CFR 108. 108, 1068, i at Port Dyociors ofice 20t mrmber o copos reqaredy
VIA (Carrier) B/L or INSURED NO. DATE
NAME, ADDRESS, AND ZIP CODE TO WHICH CERTIFIED FORM IS TO BE

MAILED (If Applicable)

ARTICLES EXPORTED FOR:

[C] ALTERATION® [] PROCESSING*
] REPAIR® 7] OTHER, (specify)
[] useABROAD
[ RepLACEMENT

* NOTE: The cost or value of alterations, repairs, or processing
abroad is subject to customs duty.

LIST ARTICLES EXPORTED

Number Kind of
Packages Packages

Description

‘ SIGNATURE OF OWNER OR AGENT (Print or Type and Sign)

DATE

The Above-Described Articles Were:

EXAMINED

LADEN under my supervision

DATE PORT

SIGNATURE OF CUSTOMS OFFICER

DATE

PORT

|SIGNATURE OF CUSTOMS OFFICER

CERTIFICATE ON RETURN

Duty-free entry is claimed for the described articles as having been exported without benefit of drawback and are returned unchanged except as noted: (use reverse if needed)

‘ SIGNATURE OF IMPORTER (Print or Type and Sign)

DATE

NOTE: Certifying officers shall draw lines through all unused spaces with ink or indelible pencil.

PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT NOTICE: The Paperwork Reduction Act of 1980 says we must tell you why we are collecting this informaiton, how we will use it, and whether you have to give it to u

ask for the information to carry out the Customs Service laws of the United States. We need the information to ensure that importers/exporters are complying with these laws in claiming duty free entr
exported articles which are then returned into the United States. Your response is mandatory and to your benefit.

Customs Form 4455 (090298)

Figure 409-2. Customs Form 4455, Certificate of Registration
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DEPARTMENT OFTHETREASURY FOR ATF USE ONLY
BUREAU OF ALCOHOL, TOBACCO AND FIREARMS PERMIT NO.
APPLICATION AND PERMIT FOR IMPORTATION OF FIREARMS,
AMMUNITION AND IMPLEMENTS OF WAR VALID FOR 12 MONTHS AFTER THE
FOR USE BY MEMBERS OF THE UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES (Submit in triplicate) DATE OF APPROVAL (ITEM 20 BELOW)

SECTION | - APPLICATION

1. RETURN APPROVED PERMIT TO (Enter name, address and ZIP Code if (2. APPLICANT'S NAME AND ADDRESS (Including ZIP Cods)
different than applicant’s)
TELEPHONE NUMBER
3. NAME AND ADDRESS OF SELLER 4. NAME AND ADDRESS OF SHIPPER
5. PRESENT OR LAST FOREIGN DUTY STATION 6. COUNTRY OF EXPORTATION

7. DESCRIPTION OF FIREARMS AND AMMUNITION (For firearms, enter (SG) - Shotgun; (RI) - Rifle; (Pl) - Pistol; (RE) - Revolver)

TYPE [CALIBER,] MODEL |LENGTH|OVERALL] SERIAL NEW(N) | QUAN- UNIT
NAME AND ADDRESS OF MANUFACTURER (SG)(R), | GAUGE | (MFRS) OF |LENGTH NO. OR TTY cOoSsT
a. (PL.(RE) |OR SIZE| DESIG. |BARREL {(inches) USED(Y) | (Eachtype) )
b. c. d. 8. f. g. h. j.
1.
o
>
[
<
w
o«
w
(Ball Wad|
3 cuttar,
= Shot,
3 etc.)
=
=
4

8. SPECIFIC PURPOSE OF IMPORTATION (Use additional sheets, if necessary)

-

9. ARE YOU NOW OR HAVE YOU BEEN ON ACTIVE DUTY OUTSIDE THE UNITED STATES WITHIN | 10. PLACE OF RESIDENCE IN THE UNITED STATES
THE 60-DAY PERIOD IMMEDIATELY PRECEDING THIS IMPORTATION?  []ves [] NO

11, DATE OF ASSIGNMENT TO DUTY STATION WITHIN UNITED STATES 12. BRANCH OF SERVICE |13. DATE OF BIRTH

Under penalties of law, | declare that | have examined this application, inciuding the documents submitted in support of it, and to the best of my knowledge and belief, it is true,
correct, and complete, that the transportation to and the recaipt and possession by me at my place of residence of the firearms and/or ammunition described above, would not
constitute any violation of Title | of the.Gun Control Act of 1968 (U.S.C., Title 18 Chapter 44), or Title Vil of the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 (U.5.C.
Title 18, Appendix, Sections 1201-1203) or any State law or local ordinance, that the firearms and/or ammunition are intended for my personal use and that no firearm is a
surplus military firearm or a firearm as described in 26 U.S.C. 5845(a).

14, SIGNATURE 15. RANK 16. SERIAL NO. 17. DATE

SECTION Il - FOR ATF USE ONLY
(Please make no snrn'es‘ in this section)

i 18. THE APPLICATION HAS BEEN EXAMINED AND THE IMPORTATION OF THE FIREARMS AND AMMUNITION DESCRIBED HEREIN IS:

[] APPROVED [J WITHDRAWN BY APPLICANT WITHOUT ACTION
[[] PARTIALLY APPROVED FOR THE REASON INDICATED ON THE ATTACHED LETTER[] RETURNED FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

[[] DISAPPROVED FOR THE REASON INDICATED ON THE ATTACHED LETTER
19. SIGNATURE OF DIRECTOR, BUREAU OF ALCOHOL, TOBACCO AND FIREARMS 20. DATE

ATF F 6 - PART Il (5330.3B) (8-97) PREVIOUS EDITIONS ARE OBSOLETE

Figure409-3. ATF Form 6 Part |1 (5330.3B), Application and Permit for Importation of Firearms,
Ammunition and Implements of War
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OMB No. 1512-0017

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 4 FOR ATF USE ONLY
BUREAU OF ALCOHOL, TOBACCO AND FIREARMS PERMIT NO.
APPLICATION AND PERMIT FOR IMPORTATION OF FIREARMS,
AMMUNITION AND IMPLEMENTS OF WAR VALID FOR 12 MONTHS AFTER THE
NOT FOR USE BY MEMBERS OF THE UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES (Submit in triplicate) | PATE OF APPROVAL (ITEM 18 BELOW)

SECTION | - APPLICATION

1. FEDERAL FIREARMS LICENSE (If Any) 2. TELEPHONE NO.[3. COUNTRY OF EXPORTATION
ICENSE NO. EXPIRATION DATE
NAME AND ADDRESS OF BROKER, if any (Including ZIP Code) 5. APPLICANT'S NAME AND ADDRESS (Including ZIP Code)
[:l Check here if permit is to be returned to broker. |:| Check here if permit is to be returned to applicant.
NAME AND ADDRESS OF FOREIGN SELLER, if any 7. NAME AND ADDRESS OF FOREIGN SHIPPER

8. DESCRIPTION OF FIREARMS AND AMMUNITION (For firearms, enter (SG) - Shotgun, (Rl) - Rifle; (Pl) - Pistol; (RE) - Revolver)

. CALIBER MODEL LENGTH | OVERALL
NAME AND ADDRESS {STG\;SE,)’ GAUGE | QUANTITY} NIt US MIL (MFRS) OF | LlengtH | SERIAL [N
OF MANUFACTURER P, RE| OR sizE | (EahPe)l  COST | CATEGORY |  pesiGN | BARREL | (Inches) NO. USED (V)
a b c d e f g h i i k
(%]
=
oc
<
w
o
i
[T
o]
®
ik
=2
w
-
o
=
. CERTIFICATION OF ORIGIN. The items sought for
5 (Ball importation in block 8:
E Wad- a.[] Do not contain U.S. manufactured parts or components; and
% cutter, [ Do not contain foreign manufactured parts or components
= Shot, that were manufactured with U.S. technical data or assistance;
3 elc.) or
b.[] Contain U.S. manufactured parts or components and/or
foreign manufactured parts or components that were
manufactured with U.S. technical data or assistance;

0. SPECIFIC PURPOSE OF IMPORTATION (Use additional sheets, if necessary)

1. ARE YOU REGISTERED PURSUANT TO THE ARMS EXPORT |12. IF "YES", GIVE REGISTRATION NO. AND EXPIRATION DATE
CONTROL ACT OF 1976 [ ] ves [ ] NO

Lnder the penalties provided by law, | declare that | have examined this application, including the documents submitted in support of it, and, to the best
bf my knowledge and belief, it is true, correct, and complete.

3. SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT 14. TITLE 15. DATE

SECTION Il - FOR ATF USE ONLY (Please make no entries in this section)
6. THE APPLICATION HAS BEEN EXAMINED AND THE IMPORTATION OF THE FIREARMS, AMMUNITION, AND IMPLEMENTS OF WAR DESCRIBED

HEREIN IS:
[] APPROVED [[] WITHDRAWN BY APPLICANT WITHOUT ACTION
[[] PARTIALLY APPROVED FOR THE REASON [] RETURNED WITHOUT ACTION FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

INDICATED HERE OR ON ATTACHED LETTER

[] pisAPPROVED FOR THE REASON INDICATED
HERE OR ON ATTACHED LETTER

[17. SIGNATURE OF THE DIRECTOR, BUREAU OF ALCOHOL, TOBACCO AND FIREARMS 18. DATE

ATF F 6 - PART I (5330.3A) (2-2002) PREVIOUS EDITIONS ARE OBSOLETE

Figure409-4. ATF Form 6 Part | (5330.3A), Application and Permit for Importation of Firearms,
Ammunition and Implements of War
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[ ECEEL PR

Custems Declaration and Dispatch Note

Sender's Mame and Address (Ve e atesse de Fagdoiieur) Addreszae's Mame and Address o ef adnasse d destinalsina)
Lisl of Canteants Desigaation ou conteny) Pléasa Prnt |y, Value [Valeurd et Weight /Peics neil
|
Insuted No. Insured Amaunt SDA Insured Value | Postage Gross Weght
V- us§ luss b o
Check One: [ Commwercial Sampia Eohantiln commenci [] Documents [ Gift jraseaw [ Merchandiss
Sender's instruchons in Case of Nongdebvery Sender's Signature and Cate [Sigreirs de Navoddieur s datel
firstsctions e expdoiiour en cas de nonRraison)
O Return o Serder (RErrnpEr 3 Figng) p - . - "
. . - . | centify 1hat the partculars givan in the customs declarstion are correst
NOTE: llem subject 16 relum charges i sender's expense and that this item does not centain any dangerows aticle prohibited by
[ atandon sapardonrer pasial regulations.

O Rediract 1o Address Below iMéepdcier 4)-
* Metice o sencers; Copy 4 of this cusioms declaeation 5 filed a1 the post

office for 30 davs frem the date of mailing.

PS Form 2976-A, Nov 1995 Do not duplicats form without USPS approval —— Gopy 1 - Customs Declaration
CFP 72 [Dig C2/CPI/CF3

Figure 409-5. PSForm 2976-A, Customs Declar ation and Dispatch Note
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